Brooklyn Tech HS
College Dos & Don'ts

PRESENTED BY PAULA MCKINNON
DIEC ERIEIER 16 PAeaRs





file:///C:/Users/Teacher/Downloads/CollegeComparisonWorksheet-converted.docx
file:///C:/Users/Teacher/Desktop/College Office Information/College_research_worksheets.pdf



https://www.suny.edu/media/suny/content-assets/documents/summary-sheets/Admissions_qf_stateop.pdf
https://www.bths.edu/ourpages/auto/2015/12/7/32439320/Admission-Profile-2018-Freshman.pdf
https://congrats2022.vassar.edu/about/







College “"Do’s” (continued)

» Be organized. Use checklists, charts, spreadsheets and calendars to keep
track of deadlines, requirements p‘or example, does a school require @
supplement), how many letters of recommendation do they require,
scholarships, etc. and school requirements for admission.

» Know your Deadlines — deadlines for application, deadlines for tfeacher
letters of rec and deadlines for submitting test scores. Example! If you are
doing early decision to UNC, NC State, Georgia Tech, Texas A&M, the
deadline is October 15! That's right — October 15! Also, U Mich wants
EVERYTHING by their early deadline — that means test scores, application,
letters of recommendation, essay, etc. Not a minute later . . . ):

» Read and follow directions CAREFULLY. If an application requires 650 words,
don’'t go over 650 words. Stick to the word count! You'll look careless and
moy_nod’rlbe held in as high regard. There will be students who do what is
required!
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College “"Do’s” (continued)

Take your fime! You need to be ahead of the game and not do things at the
last minute. You can’t do your best work and you will be rushing. Essays should
be started over the summer so that you can have time for your supplements.

Be authenticlll Colleges want to see the real “you” not what you think they
want to see. Just be you. In essays, pick a topic that is personally important to
you.

Do be specific to each school you are applying to in terms of their
supplements. Also, please explain things! If you're in the Y-ACT Club, spell it
out so the admission officer knows what itisl Don’'t assume they’ll know it
stands for the Youth Against Child Trafficking Club.
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College “"Do’s” (continued)

Read every email you receive from the College Office via Naviance. There will
be group junior meetings, a Junior Night presentation, an International College
Fair, our BIG College Fair, an essay writing workshop, etc. Take advantage of
all opportunities!

Junior Night — February 13
International Fair — March 13
College Fair - April 10

Essay Writing Workshop — April 17

Do your college office questionnaire as well as your guidance counselor
survey. Your letter of recommendation will be written from this survey! Meet
with your guidance counselor and college advisor. Give information to your
teachers if they ask for it, such as a brag sheet.
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College “"Do’s” (continued)

Answer all optional questions as they could be connected to opportunities
such as scholarships.

TIME! Make sure you have time to review your application. Check for spelling
errors, grammatical mistakes and confirm you have followed directions. Edit!
Proofread!!

Check to see if your materials were sent and received. You can check on The
Common Application to see if your letters of recommendation have been sent
as well as on Naviance. Make sure you find out how many letters each school
requires. For example, Binghamton requires ONE teacher letter of
recommendation. If you are interested in pre-med, you may want a science
teacher to send a letter. So, you would request that teacher to send a letter to
Binghamton and not your English teacher.
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College “"Do’s” (continued)

Ask for someone you trust to review your application and don't hesitate to ask
questions and get help. That's why we're here!l And if you have specific
questions that you cannot find the answer on a colleges website, reach out to
the admissions director for our areaq.

Do ask for fee waivers and research scholarships! We have a monthly
scholarship newsletter that goes out each month as well as a weekly College
Newsletter that outlines many opportunities, and provides clear instructions
about next steps. This will include summer opportunities, opportunities to meet
college reps and many other college-related activities.

Get some sort of SAT/ACT Prep! There are many fantastic organizations that
offer free to low cost test prep. One favorite of mine is College Horizons at the
Henry Street Setftlement in the lower east side. We also have a contract with
the Princeton Review!
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College “"Do’s” (continued)
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Do visit any school in NYC and/or surrounding areaq; otherwise, the colleges will wonder
why you didn’t visitl Try to visit others if possible; otherwise, look to see if the colleges are
having events in NYC. Many do! Also, in the fall, we will list all the colleges that are
visiting Tech. This is called “demonstrated interest” — it may be important to some
schools.

Do start thinking of financial aid early! FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student
Aid) gives you access to federal grants as well as loans and work study — TAP
(Tuition Assistance Program) is money from New York State if you attend a private or
public school in New York State. Many private schools require the CSS Profile which
is a much more intensive look at your finances. There is also the Excelsior
Scholarship for families earning under $125,000 a year for free tuition for CUNY or
SUNY schools as well as reduced tuition aid at some private schools. There is a
commitment to stay in the state of New York after graduation —if not, loan has to
be repaid.





https://fafsa.ed.gov/fotw1819/pdf/fafsaws18c.pdf
https://fafsa.ed.gov/fotw1819/pdf/fafsaws18c.pdf
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa
https://www.hesc.ny.gov/pay-for-college/apply-for-financial-aid/nys-tap.html
https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/
https://www.hesc.ny.gov/pay-for-college/financial-aid/types-of-financial-aid/nys-grants-scholarships-awards/the-excelsior-scholarship.html







College "Don’ts” (continued)

Don’'t rely on your parents! Parents, your child is driving the car during this
process! You can give them lessons and strategic fips and of course, you can't
allow them to drive off a cliff but this is their process. They need to do the work
and become responsible. Parents should support their child not do the work
for them.

Don't worry about applying to a certain number of schools. Have a nice array
of safety, target and reach schools. You don't have to feel like you have to
apply to a school because many other Tech students are applying there, they
gave you a fee waiver or you actually wouldn't attend if offered admission.
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College "Don’ts” (continued)

And in that vein, you don’'t have to apply “early” anything if you do not want
to and are not ready to do so. Get familiar with the terms “early decision, early
action, early decision Il, regular decision and rolling decision.” If interested in a
school, research what percentage of students are admitted early.

Don't add extra essays. For example, The Common Application has a section
titled “additional info”- this is where you can explain why you transferred high
schools, or had a drop in grades, but this isn’t the place to add an extra essay.

Don’'t forget to complete a portfolio if you need one or submit a piece of
artwork, theatrical performance, etc. You may be required to submit this via
www.slideroom.com
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College "Don’ts” (continued)

Don't ask people who don't know you well to write your letter of
recommendation who can speak to your character, strengths as a
student, your intellect, etc. and please don’t rush them. Teachers and
counselors need time to write their best letfters.

Don't forget to thank your recommenders. It is a good habit to always
thank people who have helped you in any manner.

Don't listen to friends and social media all the time. Check in with your
college advisor or counselor as to what is the truth or ask someone in
admissions at the college.
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Final Thoughts!!!

Remember - you are extremely forfunate. Yes,
applying to college is stressful but you are very lucky 1o
be able to attend college and start this voyage of self-
discovery. Where you attend college does not
determine your selt-worth. Only you can do thatl
Keep finding the time for things that you are
passionate about in lifel

Don’t procrastinate!
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