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techtalk

NEWS AND INFORMATION FROM THE TECH PA

Stay Connected

= lechPA

BROOKLYN TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL PARENT ASSOCIATION

2019-20 PA meetings

September 12

October 10

November 14

December 12

January 9

February 13

March 12 (cancelled)
April 7

May 7

June 11 (videoconference)

All meetings are on a
Thursday and will start at
6:30pm unless otherwise
noted.

Executive board meetings
immediately precede at

5pm.
Hello BTHS Families,
On top of all the fears about the COVID-19 pandemic, we are deeply
o concerned about the unrest exploding around the country, and even near
Quick Links our beloved school in Brooklyn. This week's headline news stories were,
BTHS website

simply put, disgusting. Our hearts hurt right along with those directly

Tech PA website
BTHS Calendar
DOE website
HowTechWorks
TechTalk Archives

FRESHMAN

CLICK HERE for freshman

specific info

Follow Brooklyn Tech PA

announcements in Chinese on

the WeChat social media

impacted by these events. Justice should be color blind. Everyone should
be equal under the law.

Your PA is dedicated to supporting the well-being and academic
advancement of our diverse student body inclusively and with respect for
the wonderful array of cultures represented in our community. The PA will
continue this devotion in all decisions we make in service to our Brooklyn
Tech community.

It is also heart-searing that so many students will be leaving Tech
“remotely”, without the customary graduation ceremony and other
culminating rites of passage and carefree celebrations they had been
getting more and more excited about during the four years they have been
at Tech. High school graduation is the first step in our students’ adult lives
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;’:gékw:ﬁeﬁtp% as they step forward toward an uncertain future. Graduating high school is
Xk@gy@q:mq%{ex% a top-of-the-mountain high point milestone for every one of our students,
gﬁé'ﬁh T RENZTH and we want to celebrate them with great fanfare!
MES:
BrooklynTechPTA (fo#%€ We're glad that school administration is stepping up to provide our Senior
BEsHhRKHFS) . s - .
Class with a fitting and memorable send-off in the face of challenging
circumstances.

In particular, this week we are pleased to highlight the special "Wish a
Senior Goodbye" initiative. Students, parents and teachers are invited to
contribute personalized messages, photos and videos. Surely, the offering
up of collective goodwill and creative energy will blossom and flower into a
unique and endearing "time-capsule” that each 2020 graduate will fondly
carry with them forever. Please see details below about how to submit
your memorabilia to make the bound-to-be-legendary Class of 2020 even
more memorable!

We also want to take this early opportunity to remind everyone that our
next monthly Parent Association general meeting will held Thursday, June
11 at 6:30pm. This time around we will use a videoconference platform
that supports 1000 participants! Log-in details to follow soon.

As always, should you have questions, please contact us
at papresident@bths.edu.

Kind Regards,

Lisa Sullivan and Cindy Kue
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WN¥H-¥PF|SC (Lisa Sullivan) Fl2Eid-Z (Cindy Kue)

In this week's edition

¢ Key Dates - Including Final Exam Schedules
o HEHT
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Student Reminder for AP Makeup Exams
o APHME

Senior Updates
o VAR BE U

Online Workshop for Parents
o WAEF KA 2

Social, Emotional, Learning Guidance Resources
o HAZ. R, FEARTTHEIE T 5

BTHS Library EBooks Logins
o KEHIEHR T HER

Summer School Information

o EWERMEE

College Corner: Virtual College Fairs and Tours!
o REHRLE TP A ERHIHE !

Updated Grading Policy for Remote Learning
o IR o3 PSR SRR S

Key Dates
EEHAT

Monday June 1 - Friday June 5 - AP Exam Make-Up Dates
Tuesday, June 2 - Former Regents day is a regular day of instruction

Thursday, June 4 - Teacher Professional Development day; non-
instructional day for students, no classwork.

Friday, June 5 - Social-Emotional Learning Day; Special teacher office
hours (instead of regular classwork)

Tuesday June 9 to Friday, June 12 and Monday June 15 - Final Exams
See schedule here

Wednesday, June 10 - Wishing Our Seniors Good Bye notes due
Thursday, June 11 - Monthly Parent Association General Meeting
Monday, June 15 and Tuesday, June 16 - Makeup days for finals
Monday, June 22 - Senior Awards Ceremony broadcast (pre-recorded)

Friday, June 26 - Graduation Ceremony

Student Reminder for AP Makeup Exams

Students who requested a makeup exam should have received either an
email confirmation or additional information about their request on May
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28. Makeup exams take place June 1-5. Check the full schedule.

In their confirmation email, students will receive instructions about what
to do if they have two exams at the same time. They should take one
exam on the makeup date and request to take the other one during the
June 22-30 exception testing dates.

Although the majority of students have successfully submitted their
exams, we've instituted a backup email submission process for browser-
based exams. This option will only be available for students who weren't
able to submit in the standard process-and they must then email their
responses immediately following their exam.

These students will see instructions about how to email their response on
the page that says, "We Did Not Receive Your Response.” The email address
that appears on this page will be unique to each student and exam
question. Email submissions are not available for AP Chinese, French,
German, ltalian, Japanese, and Spanish Language and Culture exams.

APHNERET6 H1-5H 24T, fadse BRI .

CLASS OF

2”2"9

The quarantined Class of 2020 deserves special recognition for their
achievements and hard work in the face of unusual challenges! We are
collecting wholesome, personalized photos, messages, and videos to cheer
on our seniors. Students, parents, and teachers are all invited to submit
memorabilia by filling out the forms attached below.

There are two options for the forms. Both forms will be open until June
10th. If you would like to send ONE SENIOR message(s) please fill out this
form. If you would like to send the SAME MESSAGE(S) to MULTIPLE SENIORS
please fill out this form.

Graduation - A prerecorded, virtual graduation ceremony will be broadcast
June 26th at 3pm. More info will be emailed by the end of next week as
seniors who wish to participate will have be invited to submit a few items
to make this graduation super unique and memorable.

Prom - Seniors, you voted YES to a prom so the school making it happen!
Currently, scheduled for January 6th, 2021, public health and safety
concerns permitting.

Yearbooks - Yearbooks will be mailed to homes in August. Remember
to make sure your address is up-to-date!
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Caps and gowns - Processing caps and gowns for shipment began last week.
School will let the Senior Class know when they've been shipped.

Senior Awards Night - Senior Awards night will be pre-recorded and aired
on June 22nd at 6pm. Everyone is welcome to tune in!
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Online Workshops for Parents
RS &

The PA Events Committee continues to bring you valuable programming in
the comfort of your home. Please see below for details of new offerings.

Topic: Strategies for Writing the College App Essay
Date: Tuesday, June 3rd, 2020 at 7:00 pm
Number of Parents: 30

Participants will learn effective writing strategies and read successful
models for writing the personal narrative, which is very different than the
academic analysis and argument most high school students are trained in.
Particularly, language choices are very different, as is the role of tone, and
organization. Also, the college app essay asks students to delve into
themselves and share deeply, and some students struggle with this inner
journey. Awareness of all of the above can help the student and parent
find the process more rewarding and less stressful.

The talk will address how to write the essay as well as the contingent
challenges/opportunities that come with writing personal narratives for
college admissions. This session is already fully booked, but if you would
like to add your name to the wait list, please send an email to
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bthspaonlineworkshop@gmail.com and we will let you know if an overflow
space is available.

PEE RN SRS 1IZa W EE T, (B2l REEAESEGF RS, EKIEH
TRt Ebthspaonlineworkshop@gmail.com, FAl T &N 14 2 754 7] FH s 25 1] .

Previous Online Workshop Presentations:

We would like to thank Ms. Imen Boussayoud, one of the NYC Outreach
Manager from The Princeton Review for the informative workshops she
gave last week, guiding parents on how to help their kids with the college
admissions impacted by COVID-19 pandemic. Please click the links below
to access the presentation materials, which are chock-full of useful
resources!

Topic: COVID-19 and College Admissions

Presenter: Ms. Imen Boussayoud, NYC Outreach Manager from The
Princeton Review

PDF Presentation: COVID-19 Deck and Recommended Timeline for SAT
Testing_

We would like to thank Ms. Veronica Quinn and Ms. Paula McKinnon, two of
our College Office student advisors, for the informative workshops they
gave on the week of May 23, guiding parents on how to help their kids with
the college application process. Please click the links below to access the
presentation materials, which are chock-full of useful resources!

Topic: 11th-Grade Focus: College List Building
Presenter: Ms. Veronica Quinn, BTHS college guidance counselor
PowerPoint Presentation: Junior College List Building

Topic: The College Checklist - Year by Year, Grades 9-12
Presenter: Ms. Paula McKinnon, BTHS College Guidance Counselor
PowerPoint Presentation: College Checklist

Social, Emotional, Learning

Guidance Resources
AL, BRI AR T 046 S

\|

h\)

Counselor's Corner

-

7/ ¢ \\>

The Guidance Office is gearing up for another SEL Day Friday, June 5th,
2020. A team of 40 teachers, counselors, and social workers across
departments is organizing a fun and engaging day for our students.

Theme: "Connections Matter”. Making positive connections with self and
others is pivotal to enhancing one's personal development. The Guidance
Office has designed a selection of activities for our students that are most
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relevant and encourage positive connections. SEL Day Part Il is a direct
response to the need for us to find creative ways to connect with the world
and everything in it.

SEL Topics:

-How to Best Spend your Summer?

-Cultivating a Non-toxic Online Presence
-Bringing a Sense of Closure to the School Year
-Feeling Seen and Heard

-Taking Care of Self

Activities:

Students will be immersed in various virtual learning experiences, creating
their own content to share with the school community, sharing powerful
stories of triumph during this time, and standing for the right side of what
it means to be a young adult a complicated and fast-changing world.
Students will be asked to participate in at least TWO experiences and
respond to ONE.

Staff Office Hours:

Students also have an opportunity to engage with their teachers/counselors
in discussion via established office hours. The purpose of the office hours is
for staff and students to have open ended conversations concerning the
importance of making positive connections. Office hours will be held from
1:00pm-2:50pm.

Attendance:

All students will have access to a Google form in order to submit their
attendance for the day. The form will have up to 4 exit type questions that
refer to the experience of the day.

Additionally, the Guidance office have compiled a broad list of resources to
support social, emotional and learning needs available to our school
community. You may find link to valuable and helpful resources on
tutoring, mental health and engaging activities, among others. For more
detailed information, please click Guidance Resource Page.

Guidance Counselors are offering virtual office hours 3 days a week via
Google Meet or Google Classroom. Counselors have sent an email to the
students on their caseload in reference to the days and times they are
available.

BTHS Library EBooks Logins
R T R

The Brooklyn Technical High School Library has added to its ebook
collection. In order to check out these ebooks, you will need to log in with
your username, which is also the prefix to your@nycstudents.net account.
You can look up your username here. Your password is your OSIS #.

To borrow an ebook:

1. Go to the library website: https://bthslib.weebly.com/ and
click "Search Our Catalog.”
2. Search or browse for ebooks.
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3. Click on the title of an ebook with the symbol below you'd like to
borrow and you will be prompted to “log in". If the ebook is
available, you can click "Checkout” or simply "Open”. If you want to
be sure that the ebook will be available to you in the next day or so,
it's better to check it out rather than open it.

The checkout period is 14 days, after which the book will automatically be
returned. You can have 3 ebooks out at any one time.

If an ebook is not available, you can click the "Hold" button. Remember to
not place paper books on hold! Emails will only go out weekly about
available holds.

If you cannot find the ebook you want, or it is out, please check the public
libraries. Every NYC resident can get an NYPL ecard. There are lots more
ebook options here!

Please don't worry about the due dates or the fines for the school library
books you already have at home. Please hold onto those books to return in
the future.

Summer School Information
BHEEER

The NYC Department of Education announced that students enrolled in
summer school will do so remotely. This applies to high school students
who failed a class or need to continue a course, and students with 12-
month IEP's. The summer schedule for high school students will be five days
a week for grades 9-12 and students with disabilities.

The dates are:

Grades 9-12 - Monday, July 13 - Friday, August 21
Students with 12-month IEPs - Wednesday, July 1-Thursday, August 13

The last day of the traditional school year is June 26, 2020. For more
information, please click here.

College Corner Updates

BTHS KEAIkZs I 2 S AHilUE

Click here to access College Corner Newsletters.
THEE BRI ORI A 28 W)
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JUNIORS:

Some great new items in the 5/29/20 edition of College Corner feature
online college fairs and tours! Dream big, plan now; take some tours while
you shelter in place. Your Decision Day less than a year away!

SENIORS:

Bored at home while waiting for graduation? Why not try for another
scholarship or two? Start by reading through College Corner and checking
out Ms. Lucisano's newsletter for lots of ideas. #8 7 fi#

BV IR/ Bl s L ¥, 1 R DL R

Seniors should also update their Naviance accounts and let us know which
colleges have accepted you and where you plan to go. This information is
very helpful to Juniors -- you remember those scattergrams? The data
comes from you! K7 S AT HHREE R o DUAER 2228, AR ATTSE B ith Al 1(¥INaviance
R, FFREFRATRIEMR LS K22 T, AT KR !

Seniors also need to complete their MANDATORY EXIT SURVEYS. Please
see instructions here. wPu sl E MR Bl 4. T TR BEHE T iRam i Esk.

Ms. Quinn of the College Office has some great resources to evaluate
financial aid offers. See this presentation, and video from her previous
meeting. You can also email her with questions.

ALL PARENTS

Brooklyn Tech's College Office has loads of information to offer you and
your student about the college vetting and application process, including
the College Handbook. You can read the College Office newsletter to get
the latest ideas. s e F ] BRI T A S BOHIE. . U I AR SRS I 25
il GHURAE IR

Grading Policy During Remote Learning
SRR T4 S

On May 4 Principal Newman sent this email regarding the new grading
policy for remote learning. You may also refer to the entry for April 28 at
this link for more background information from the NYC Department of
Education. Please note this grading policy is only applicable for the
remainder of the 2019-20 school year.

5H4H, Mr. Newman KA T I E ST fE s > (HTIT 0 BOR K LD S8 n] AR LR
HIN4H28HRBAAT A RNEZEL . EEE, WP BORIGEH T8 R12019-20%
Fo

Reminders from Previous TechTalks
il

e Seniors, please double check your home address on PupilPath. The
school is preparing to mail your caps, gowns, and yearbooks to your
home addresses soon. If you need to submit a change of address,
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please fill out the change of address form and the residency
questionnaire.
o PRI E Nt T H S HhEAR BERAR AR AT 1R

e The Princeton Review test preparation company offers discounted
rates to Brooklyn Tech students. This year they are offering
numerous SAT and ACT prep sessions at or around Tech.

o Princeton Review ik Tii# #h 2] A F45BTHS AR H

School Calendar Notes
S AT S 1 T

¢ Check out the school calendar &&= AT 3T -
¢ Check out the Dept of Education's calendar for the 2019-20 school
year. EEHE RIMAITE.

We know you love the Tech PA.

But do you

o like o

the Tech PA?

Please like the PA's Facebook page. We post information about school, notable stories
about Tech, cool stuff in Brooklyn, and info about city, state, and national education.

o * Trusted Emall from

Constant Contact”

BTHS | 29 Fort Greene Place | Brooklyn | NY | 11217
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